
 

 

 

Private Sector Foundation Uganda, in partnership with MTN, hosted its annual 
Trade Facilitation Expo June 24th and 25th at the Main Exhibition Hall UMA 
Show Grounds Lugogo. The two-day event featured exhibitors and speakers 
from various sectors which offer trade facilitation services including financing, 
cross-border telecommunication, Internet services, insurance for goods in transit 
and money transfers, among others. Each year, the expo is held to provide 
Ugandan importers and exporters with the necessary resources to ease the 

process of internal and external trade. 

     Hon. Ggagawala Wambuzi, 
Ugandaôs Minister of Trade, opened 
the event in praise of the private 
sector for the progress it has made in 
the area of trade. ñI salute you all for 
leaps and bounds made in trade so 
far,ò he said. ñAfrica is the continent of 
the future. Uganda should be at the 

centre.ò  

    In his speech, Hon. Ggagawala 
Wambuzi emphasized the importance 
of exports in achieving the national 
vision of prosperity. He urged 
Ugandan importers and exporters to 
view the economy not as landlocked, 
but land-linked, a strategic advantage 

in the process of international trade.  
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     This yearôs expo included 
presentations from several key 
government bodies that are 
influential in the trade process, 
including the US Embassy, the UK 
High Commission, the Delegation of 
the European Union and the Kenya 
High Commission. Attendees also 
heard from MTN, Stanbic Bank, 
UAP Insurance, Kenya Commercial 
Bank, Fina Bank and the Uganda 
Bureau of Standards, which held a 
session to teach exporters and 
importers how to detect counterfeit 
goods. 

     Exhibitors at the event included 
Finance Trust, Warid Telecom, 
Infocom, DSTV, Pearl of Africa, 
MTN and Bank of Uganda, among 
several others. Hundreds of 
representatives from Ugandaôs 
private sector were in attendance, 
each with a chance to receive 
prizes. Two all-expense paid airline 
tickets to Nairobi and Kigali were 
raffled at the conclusion of the 
expo, courtesy of Air Uganda and 
Air Rwanda. MTN, the main 
sponsor of this yearôs Trade 
Facilitation Expo, also gave away 
250,000 Ugandan shillings in 

Mobile Money to four lucky winners. 

    Each year, PSFU organizes 
international trade facilitation events 
intended to provide information, 
networking and capacity building for 
Ugandaôs importers and exporters 
by bringing them together to interact 
with ambassadors representing 
Ugandaôs major trade partners and 
with leading providers of trade 
facilitating services. 

      With the burden of poor 
infrastructure, lack of affordable 
business financing and the rising 
costs of transport, Ugandaôs private 
sector has struggled to take its 
place on the international business 
scene. As the private sectorôs chief 
advocate for policy reform, Private 
Sector Foundation Uganda (PSFU) 
held its annual Post-Budget 
Luncheon on 12th June, bringing   

together members of the business 
community for an open dialogue 
with Minister of Finance, Syda 
Bbumba, concerning the 
governmentôs role in increasing 
private sector competitiveness. 

     Hon. Gerald Ssendaula, 
Chairman of PSFU, opened the 
luncheon with a brief address to the 
audience of business leaders and 
government officials. ñThe main 
responsibility of improving the 
business climate is shouldered by 
Government and the budget is the 
main tool through which 
Government makes the necessary 
interventions,ò Mr. Ssendaula said. 
ñToday we will take stock of these 
interventions in relation to private 
sector proposals.ò 

     In an effort to influence 
government resource allocation, 
PSFU presented Minister Bbumba 
with a proposal of private sector 
priorities for fiscal year 2009/10 
during the national budget planning 
process. These priorities included 
improvements in transport and 
energy infrastructure; fast-tracking 
the implementation of business 
finance schemes; improvements in 
tax policy, including a reduction of 
the VAT rate; an enhanced 
business and investment regulatory 
environment; mechanisms set in 
place to deal with the global 
financial crisis; and implementation 
of policies concerning East African 
Community issues.  

     This year, around 78 percent of 
the private sector proposals were 
incorporated in the national 
budgetða nearly six percent 
increase from last year. At the 
luncheon, Gabriel Hatega, 
Executive Director of PSFU,  
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PSFU Executive Director, Gabriel Hatega (left), with a representative from Air 
Uganda (right) and the winner of a free airline ticket to Nairobi. 



 

 

presented key highlights from 
Minister Bbumbaôs budget speech 
which are crucial to Ugandaôs 
private sector development 
including an additional 80 billion 
shillings to be devoted to road 
development and maintenance; a 
commitment to prioritise the 
development of rail and the 
Southern Corridor; increased funds 
directed toward energy; and 
assurances that the government will 
enact various business and 
investment regulatory laws 
concerning counterfeits, mortgages, 
free zones, capital markets, and 
investment codes. 

     There remain, however, a 
number of private sector concerns 
not met in this yearôs budget. 
According to Mr. Hatega, the 
government has yet to address 
transport imbalances, the 
elimination of non tariff barriers, 
duties on airtime, and various tax 
policy issues.  

    

 

     Minister Bbumba supported the 
finalized budget saying it was 
ñgeared to make the private sector 
more competitive internally and 
externally,ò while focusing on 
promoting productivity. According to 
Minister Bbumba, those proposals 
not included in this yearôs budget 
were either ñtoo heftyò or required 
further collaboration with the East 
African Community. 

     Mr. Hatega says the way forward 
must be marked by strict budget 
discipline and stronger public-
private partnerships; however, the 
greatest challenge the private 
sector faces is government 
implementation. According to Mr. 
Hatega, implementation of planned 
activities will ensure a ñcompetitive 
and vibrant economyò in the years 
ahead.  
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PSFU Founder, Prof. James Mulwana, and Hon. Minister of Finance, Syda 
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